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In nine topics, the paintings of Maub crystallize the fundamental questions that we are
posed on the Universe: Space, Time, Matter, the Spirit... Let us let our glance cross such of
the doors of stars and transport in the crumpled Universe of Jean-Pierre Luminet.
In its Universe, the galaxies concentrated in successive plans like if more or less
ruffled layers, crumpled, contained all the matter. All becomes magic then, we are in a
vertiginous world where the stars, the same galaxies they amount per billion of billion, the
rays of light are curved, the black holes absorb all...
By contemplating the paintings of Maub, our spirit can make this constant to and from
between the very mathematical vision which proposes to us Jean-Pierre Luminet and the
Mystery of creation...

1- MAN AND COSMOS

)

)

Beginning with Newton’s discovery of gravitation and Kepler’s laws of planetary
motion, Man has begun to discover the secrets of his immediate cosmic environment, but the
rest of the universe has retained much mystery.
Recent discoveries of the Universe’s ancient background radiation have shown that a
given microcosm is linked to the sidereal macrocosm. The laws of physics which govern our
visible universe no longer apply, and our senses are incapable of describing what happens on
these infinitesimally small or infinitely large scales. Thus, astonishment and questioning
remain intact.

) Today, geometry and advanced
mathematics are establishing the basis of new theories about the cosmos, for which man’s
modes of perception are powerless. All we have are pure, abstract representations which in no
way allow us to directly visualise the interior of atoms, the dynamics of space-time or the
topology of the universe.

2- BIG BANG

“At first sight the universe
seems to be split between the
momentum of the forces and
the definition of the shapes”
Quotation from René Huyghe in Shapes and Forces,
From the Atom to Rembrandt.
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Mirage of time
Uncertainty certified
Limited infinity

Cosmology reconstitutes past and present events of cosmological history on the basis
of observation, experiments and theories thought to well-represent the universe. It tries to
simulate as closely as possible the conditions prior to the “appearance” of space, time and
matter at a moment extrapolated into the past, the Big Bang. The mathematical description of
the Big Bang implies that it did not belong to space-time. The Big Bang was not even an
event. It did not “take place” and has not “happened.” For precisely this reason, it is not
described by our theories.

3- SPACE, TIME, MATTER, THOUGHT

In her search for light
Forms and forces,
Incarnations of her emotions,
The painter transmutes matter
And conquers time.

A priori, there is no given space or time: throughout human history, with each
perfection to our physical theories about the universe, came a new conception concerning
these fundamental categories of thought : space, time and matter. Our mental image of the
universe has to adapt to each new conception, and we must accept that our “common sense” is
caught out

4- THE FINITE AND THE INFINITE

I think of my canvas
As a universe to be organised.
Starting with three colours,
With their intensity,
Their quality and their substance,
Finite things therefore,
An infinity of tones
And of matters can spring.
It is the same
For the shapes drawn.
From these infinite possibilities
Will burst a single combination
Frozen in its space.
If the artist has been inspired,
The work will be as if suspended
In the Timeless,
And so in the infinite,
Escaping gravity
To rise to a state of grace.
The infinite lives
within Nature
And the Living,
The essence of all
form Possessing
Infinity and Eternity.
The history of ideas about the shape of space dates back 25 centuries. It is full of
surprises, twists and sometimes steps backwards, it is riddled with deep insights as well as
colourful anecdotes. But for a long time it has been restricted to one question: is space finite
or infinite? Depending on the age and the culture, the answer has wavered, like a hesitant

waltz, between these two extreme visions of the world, which reflect philosophy and
aesthetics as much as astronomy.

5- CRUMPLED UNIVERSE
Crumpled Universe
Information mirages
The smooth is only smooth when
seen from afar.
Close up, the irregularities
are numerous.
Everything depends on our scale.
Humans are micro-midgets
Born from a brew
In a fold of space time which is their universe.
Closed within this Hall of Mirages
They imagine that the echoes of
the quarrels of Gods
Are addressed to them.

In the folded universe, the light rays emitted by any far galaxy have several routes to
reach us, following the folds of the universal cloth. For each astral body, the observer
perceives a multitude of phantom images. Thus, when we see billions of galaxies filling a

space which seems vast and unfolded, it could be an illusion: these billions of images are the
result of a smaller number of galaxies, inhabiting a crumpled space of fewer dimensions.

6- CURVED UNIVERSE

The rays of light
Deflected by the mass of a star
Follow their path
Through space,
Following the forms
Of a folded universe,
Rebounding
From cosmic mirrors
Like dancing glowworms
At night
In the garden of the Hesperides.

1

The universe, by definition, is a set comprising all that exists. In relativity theory, the
universe is represented by a complicated arrangement bringing together the container and the
contained, in other words space, time, and energy in all its forms: matter, light, vacuum. The
relativistic universe is physical space woven by time and curved by space

7- BLACK HOLE

Total oblivion
Unconsciousness, then
re-emergence into intense light
Another universe
Sounds, colours, voices…
How long…the jump?
No time has passed.
Time and space have just restarted!
Everything stopped
Nothing existed anymore.
And matter?
Disappeared, cancelled
But into what?
Into nothing.
But Nothing no longer existed.

A black hole digs a well so deep in the elastic cloth of space-time that any particle or ray of
light which crosses its boundary is captured. The surface of a black hole has no material
consistency: it is the boundary of a zone of no-return. What happens at the bottom of the
hole? Is there a “knot” which blocks space-time, or is the cloth “pierced”? And in the latter
case, is the opening a gaping hole, or does it involve a journey “elsewhere”?

8- COSMIC FEELING
Last sigh
Nestling in your arms
Dual vibration in unison
Magical chant
To a slow rhythm
Exulting the colours of the dawn
Blissful serenity.
Eternal love
Spatiotemporal affection
Dazzling momentum
Immanence of feeling
Cosmic strategy
Ebb and flow
Of the sarongs of time
Unutterable veils
Of the unthinkable
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In Hindu, the word “maya” designates an illusory appearance, which not only hides
the truth, but also leads to error. Thirty years after first contemplating the night sky, when I
now turn my head towards the starry firmament, I no longer see the same thing. All these
years of wondering about the shape of the universe have changed my way of seeing. One can
only see in the sky what one is prepared to see.
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“A flower, a rainbow, a tree,
a blade of grass,
A human body,
When reduced to their essential
components,
Are just energy and information.
The whole universe, in its essential nature,
Is the movement of energy and information.”
Quotation from Deepak Chopra

Detailed analysis of the initial cosmic vibrations—which has only been possible for the last
few years, thanks to observation of the background cosmic radiation made by satellite—is a
precious mine of information about the geometry and the energy content of the universe. It
means that today we think we can answer these two questions: where did we come from, and
where are we going?
)
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